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Stimulus Project to Begin in Gove County 
 

Venture Corporation of Great Bend has been awarded the contract for the improvements to K-23 

Highway in Gove County that will be financed through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 

(ARRA) of 2009. 

The $7.8 million dollar bid was accepted by Kansas Department of Transportation (KDOT) and 

construction crews will soon be applying the agency’s ‘practical improvement’ techniques to update 16 

miles of the K-23 corridor.  

Work on the project will immediately start; But the road closure won’t occur until next spring.  

Venture Corp. Estimator Rocky Siebert explains that the road will remain open until next construction 

season.  “Next April is when travelers will have to start dealing with the detour,” Siebert estimates.  The 

official detour will take travelers onto K-4 Highway, U.S. 83, U.S. 40, and Interstate 70 while crews work 

to re-build the road. 

This June, crews will begin surveying the profile of the existing roadway in order to determine 

the appropriate grade.  “We will also start shipping out the aggregate material to the project site,” explains 

Siebert.  The narrow, 50-year-old road lacks shoulders, has steep side slopes, and dates back to a 

depression-era Works Progress Administration (WPA) project. When complete, the roadway will have 

12-foot driving lanes and two-foot-wide paved shoulders containing rumble strips – which alert 

travelers when they get too close to the edge.  The construction is estimated to be complete by Labor 

Day of 2010. 
For more information regarding this project, please contact KDOT District Three Engineer Jeff 

Stewart at (785) 877-3315 or jstewart@ksdot.org in Norton or Kristen Brands, KDOT’s northwest Kansas 

Public Affairs Manager, at (785) 871-2137 or kristenb@ksdot.org. 
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This information can be made available in alternative accessible formats upon request. 
For information about obtaining an alternative format, contact the Bureau of Transportation Information, 

700 SW Harrison St., 2nd Fl West, Topeka, KS 66603-3754 or phone 785-296-3585 (Voice)/Hearing Impaired – 711. 


